
Vietnam War Research Topics 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge: 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.7 

Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several 

sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 

avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

 

Assignment: You will generate a research question about the Vietnam War and write a 5-paragraph expository 

(informational) essay, proving your opinion about your research question.  

 

Your question may be about anything we are studying about the Vietnam War. Your question needs to reflect 

your preliminary research into the topic. You question should be restated as your essay's thesis statement, with 

your opinion - which you will attempt to prove -  about the question. 

 

Some topics for preliminary research include:  

  

 

1. Containment theory 

2. Vietcong 

3. Tet Offensive 

4. Ho Chi Minh 

5. Operation Vulture 

6. Dwight D. Eisenhower 

7. Domino Theory 

8. Robert McNamara 

9. Armed propaganda 

10. POW Treatment 

11. Gulf of Tonkin 

12. John F. Kennedy 

13. Lyndon B. Johnson 

14. William Westmoreland 

15. Richard M. Nixon 

16. The Nixon Doctrine 

17. Kent State 

18. Pentagon Papers 

19. Vietnam Protests 

20. My Lai Massacre 

21. Green Beret 

Affair 

22. Invasion of 

Cambodia 

23. Woodstock 

24. Vietnam 

Moratorium 

Peace 

Demonstration 

25. 1968 Democratic 

National 

Convention 

26. Fall of Saigon 

27. Boat People  

28. Agent Orange 

29. Kit Carson 

Scouts 

30. Củ Chi tunnels 

31. Khmer Rouge 

32. Dak Son Massacre 

33. Phoenix Program 

34. Winter Soldier Investigation 

35. Fulbright Hearings 

36. 1954 Geneva Conference 

37. Battle of Dien Bien Phu 

38. Father Daniel Berrigan 

39. Chicano Moratorium 

40. Hanoi Jane 

41. Chicago Seven 

42. Protest Songs 

43. Vietnam War Films 

44. Vietnam War videogames 

45. Oral History. A veteran 

family member’s personal 

experiences 

 

 

  

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/8/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khmer_Rouge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dak_Son_Massacre
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Dien_Bien_Phu


Vietnam War Research Paper Grading Rubric 

 Research 

Questions 

Quality of Writing  Sources Level of 

analysis & 

critical 

thinking 

Writing Process  

5 Question was 

well-developed, 

reflected more 

than basic 

knowledge of the 

topic, and 

required an in-

depth answer or 

analysis. 

Essay has an introduction, 

three body paragraphs and 

conclusion. There is a well-

developed thesis statement, 

which reflects the author's 

opinion and clearly outlines 

the supporting body 

paragraphs. Each body 

paragraph has a topic & 

concluding  sentence, and at 

least three supporting details. 

There are at least three  

elaborating details for each 

supporting detail.  

Great efforts 

using and 

bringing 

multiple 

resources to 

project. 5-7 

citations are 

in MLA style 

and all are 

listed in a 

Works Cited. 

Project contains 

rigor and 

demonstrates deep 

understanding of  

research question. 

Exceptionally 

detailed with an essay 

outline, evidence of 

preliminary research, 

and a  research 

question that was 

refined (edited, re-

written) at least 

twice. Rough draft 

with thorough editing 

and significant 

evidence of re-

writing. 

4 Question 

reflected some 

basic knowledge 

and required 

some research. 

 Essay has a thesis, an intro, 

three body paragraphs and a 

conclusion.  Each paragraph 

has a topic and concluding 

sentence, and at least three 

supporting details. Some 

elaborating details may be 

missing. 

Effort to 

bring 3-5 

quality 

resources to 

project. 

Citations are 

in MLA style; 

all are listed 

in Works 

Cited. 

Shows significant 

understanding of 

research question. 

Good details on essay 

outline, some 

evidence of 

preliminary research, 

research question re-

written at least once. 

Rough draft with 

some editing and re-

writing. 

3 Question is 

present, but 

requires little or 

no research to 

answer, analyze, 

etc. 

Essay is missing a thesis, intro 

or conclusion. Body 

paragraphs have topic and 

concluding sentences and at 

least two supporting details. 

Body paragraphs   missing one 

elaborating detail.   

Some effort 

to bring 2-3 

resources to 

project. Some 

citations are 

in MLA style 

on Works 

Cited page.  

Shows some 

understanding of 

research question, 

but only skims the 

surface. 

Vague details on 

essay outline, not 

much evidence of 

preliminary research. 

Question has not 

been re-written or 

refined. Rough draft 

with minimal editing 

and re-writing. 

2 Question is so 

simple it 

constitutes  a 

topic, not a 

research question 

requiring 

analysis. 

Essay is missing a thesis, intro 

or conclusion. Body 

paragraphs are missing a topic 

or concluding sentences. Body 

paragraphs have at least one 

supporting detail. Body 

paragraphs  are  missing two 

or more elaborating details.   

Only used 

one resource 

for project. 

Source is not 

cited in MLA 

style. Works 

Cited page is 

minimal. 

Not much effort  

demonstrated.  

Minimal 

understanding of 

research question. 

Essay is more of a 

topic, than a 

response to a 

research question. 

Missing details on 

essay outline, not 

much preliminary 

research ,vague 

research question. 

Rough draft with no 

editing or re-writing. 

1 No research 

question. 

Essay is missing a thesis, intro 

or conclusion. Body 

paragraphs are missing topic 

or concluding sentences. Body 

paragraphs have only one 

supporting detail. Body 

paragraphs  are  missing 

specific elaborating details.   

No clear 

sources for 

project. No 

citations and 

no Works 

Cited page. 

No effort 

demonstrated.  No 

understanding of 

research question 

demonstrated. 

No details on essay 

outline, no 

preliminary research,  

research question is a 

topic, not a question. 

Rough draft and final 

are identical. 

 

Comments 

     

 


